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Tips & Techniques

1.  Spend as much time at the ironing board as you do at the     
sewing machine.

 a.  This is the best piece of advice I’ve ever received for sewing in 
general, but I found it especially applies to menswear. If you press 
every seam as you go, the final results end up looking much more 
crisp and finished overall.

2.  Using zipper with metal teeth as piping gives your lapel edges 
a crisp edge as traditional piping does, but lends a additional 
bit of metallic shine and textural interest.

 a.  While very similar to sewing fabric or other soft piping, there are 
a few differences.

 b.  You will want to measure the length your zipper piping should 
be, and then trim the tape to be ½” longer on each side.

 c.  Using pliers, remove excess zipper teeth from the ½” above and 
below your zipper piping length.

 d.  Pin the zipper tape to the front side of your lapel pattern, with 
teeth facing in, and edge of zipper tape along the edge of your 
pattern. Clip the tape slightly around curves so the tape can lie 
flat.

 e.  Fold and pin the ½” of zipper tape without teeth into the seam 
allowance to finish the ends of the zipper piping neatly.

 f.  Switch to your zipper foot and machine baste in the seam 
allowance to hold your zipper tape to the front side of your 
fabric. Make sure tape and teeth are lying smoothly.

 g.  You can now pin your facing to the front side of your pattern, 
and using zipper foot with your needle positioned all the way to 
the left, sew along your stitch line just on the other side of your 
zipper teeth. Sew carefully and feel for your zipper teeth as you 
go to avoid hitting the metal teeth of the zipper.

 h.  Turn your work, press, and topstitch if desired for a clean finish.
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3. Collar stand finishing

 a.  When attaching the collar stand to the neck of the shirt, I sew 
right sides of outer fabric together first.

 b.  Then to secure the facing I press the seam allowance up into 
the stand, then fold & press the un-sewn seam allowance of the 
facing.

 c.  I pin the facing down along the stitch line created by sewing 
together the outer pieces, lining up the turned edge of the facing 
with the stitch line.

 d.  To make sure the ends are finished neatly, I hand sew the bottom 
edge of the first 2-3 inches with slip stitch.

 e.  Then with my machine I topstitch along the bottom of the facing 
about 1/16” from the edge. I continue the topstitch around the 
entire collar stand for a bit more surface detail,  and because it 
adds a little more rigidity to the collar stand.

4. Buttonholes

 a.  To sew a great buttonhole, especially on a knit, the most important 
thing is interfacing. Make sure you choose an interfacing suitable 
for the fabric you’re adding a buttonhole to.

 b.  Try on the garment, and check placement of buttonholes before 
creating them. You may want to reposition buttons slightly so they 
close over the fullest part of the body to avoid gaping.

 c.  Sewing a buttonhole with Pfaff’s buttonhole foot is a breeze, but 
remember to start at the front of the buttonhole (the foot will sew 
backwards first.) Make sure the foot is centered and parallel with 
the placement marking so the stitching will not be crooked on 
your garment.

 d.  If your facing and body fabrics are a different color as mine were, 
try using a color matching the facing in the bobbin thread. This 
way your buttonhole will match whether your cuff is buttoned, or 
folded back.

 e.  I prefer to hem the shirt after sewing all buttonholes, to make sure 
the shirt closes smoothly and hangs evenly before finishing the 
hem.

5. IDT technology

 a.  The outer fabric used for this shirt is an interlock knit, and a woven 
linen blend was used for the left front of the shirt, and the facings. 
Typically combining a woven and a knit in the same garment 
would be difficult, but with Pfaff’s IDT system I didn’t have to give 
it a second thought.

 b.  The top and bottom feed dogs guided my knit evenly, without 
allowing it to pucker or crawl along the seam where it was joined 
with the wove.
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